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A CONFERENCE ON SWINE FEveER. 


On January 14th the President of the Board of 
Agriculture held a conference with some representa- 
tives of Local Authorities. The conference com- 
menced with a speech from the President in which, 
though acknowledging there was room for improve- 
ment, he attempted to argue that the increase of the 
disease was more apparent than real and that the 
present arrangements were, at any rate, the best of all 
arrangements by the best of all Boards. 


He then went on to say he believed the travelling 
inspectors ‘do their best.”” This no one has ever 
doubted, but their best is bad indeed. Apparently, 
the President has been reading our “tales of the 
travelling inspectors.’’ He says they are imaginative. 
We reply that before any body he likes to appoint we 
will prove publicly every one to be literally correct. 


The President after generously defending his 
incapable staff and unworkable regulations quietly 
threw over all responsibility by reminding his hearers 
that he had only been in command a few weeks, and 
that his predecessor was to blame. We have never 
been able to determine whether it was Mr. Herbert 
Gardner or Mr. Elliott. Mr. Long when he really 
touched the topic of swine fever showed distinct 
knowledge of the subject. He pointed out that the 
three points most desirable were—prompt notification, 
prompt application of the rules dealing with out- 


breaks, and restrictions to prevent the escape of 
infection. 


The whole country has long been disgusted with 
the failure of the Board to even control swine-fever, 
and from all quarters the suggestion has been heard 
that sooner than continue the present system, we had 
better hand back to the Local Authorities the carry- 
lng out of measures against the disease. To this 
Mr. Long objects. He naturally does not care to 
acknowledge failure, and gives two reasons why the 

card should continue a little longer. The first is, 
that Local Authorities almost unanimously desired 
the Board to take over their duties. There is very 
ittle in this. They, of course, thought they were 
‘vading trouble, and saving the ratepayers the ex- 
pon. The second is, that Parliament would object 
Pa the cost from Imperial funds unless the 
“sponsibility of administration were in the hands of 
¢ Board, This is quite a matter of opinion, and 
to can well believe that Parliament will soon decline 
ret With funds any body which shows con- 

~~ meapacity. It also overlooks the fact that 
ties © cost 1s now filched from the Local Authori- 
y taking all over £50,000 a year from tne Local 


W 


instant, the course comprising lectures on sanitary law 


London, for instance, contributes about £400 per pig 
for every case of swine-fever found in the metropolis. 
The Local Authority could do the work somewhat 
cheaper. 


A Possitste Expianation, 


No one has ever yet been able to elucidate the 
mystery of Mr. Herbert Gardner’s appointment by 
Mr. Gladstone to the Presidency of the Board of 
Agriculture. Perhaps the following from the recently 
published life of Cardinal Manning may assist an 
enquirer ;— 


Manning, it must be acknowledged, was impatient of 
argument, and not inclined to give a ready ear to such 
peremptory challenges as Mr. Gladstone threw down 
and so obstinately maintained. It was in reference to 
this state of feeling between them that Cardinal Man- 
ning, speaking to me of his relations with Mr. Glad- 
stone, said: “ A breach, apart from the fact of my con- 
version, must needs have cume, sooner or later, between 
us; for Mr. Gladstone is a substantive, and likes to be 
attended by adjectives. And Lam not exactly an 
adjective.”’ 


Tue Sanrrary InstitTure. 


The Sanitary Lustitute in Margaret Street, W., has 
issued the prospectus of the 21st London course of lec- 
tures and demonstrations for sauitary officers and stu- 
dents. The introductory lecture by Professor A. 
Wynter Blyth will be delivered on Monday, the 17th 
supervision of food supply, laws and regulations govern- 
ing the metropolis, nature of nuisances, objects and 
methods of inspection, trade nuisances, water supply, 
infectious diseases and methods of disiufection, diseases 
of animals iu relation to meat supply, ventilation, warm- 
ing and lighting, principles of calculations with interpre. 
tation of plans and sections, sanitary buildings, plaumb- 
er’s tools, sanitary applicances, house drainage, sewage, 
and scavengering will be given on Thursdays and Mon- 
days till the end of April, all by the most noted sanitar- 
ians of the country, and on Wednesdays and Saturdays 


| during that time inspection and demonstrations will 5e 


made at various works, buildings, manufactories, etc., 
thus covering the whole of the information necessary for 
any one to acquire to become proficient sanitarians. 

it seems that this would be a good opportunity for avy 
young veterinarians in London, whose time is not fully 
occupied, to gain the requisite knowledge tv ensure them 
gaining a certificate of the Sauitary Institute, which is 
the necessary qualification for a sanitary inspector who 
also acts as a meat inspector under the various Public 
Health Acts. 

Fall particulars can be obtained by post from the 
Secretary of the Institute. 


‘Xation Account. The result of this is very mixed. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


EFFECT OF MORPHIA ON A BEAR. 
By Wm. Krrx, M.R.C.V.S., London. 


It is seldom the town veterinary surgeon is called 
upon to professionally attend the wild animals of the 
forest. Such instances, however, are recorded and 
the present one is no exception, although unique. 

On the 15th of January, I was visited by two French 
celebrities, who had just received a three-year-old 
bear direct from his country. The beast had never 
been handled. They purchased the animal in order 
to train him for theatrical performances, and they 
were naturally very anxious to secure him in some 
way. li was with that object in view they came to 
me. At first I confess I demurred, never having done 
any lion-taming and having a wholesome dread of 
being hugged by a bear, but I was prevailed upon 
to attend. I assured the owner, however, that I 
would do whatever lay in my power, and conse- 
quently set out to visit my patient and see what could 
be done. 

On arrival I found the bear fully grown, and of 
immense strength and development. He was en- 
closed in a cage 5 feet square, made of the stoutest 
timbers, and having an iron-barred door, which could 
only be raised in an upward direction. The owner 
was able to feed the beast through these bars, and if 
any attempt were made to secure him in any way, 
either by endeavouring to fix a collar or muzzle, he 
would immediately grasp the bars with his great paws 
and make the cage fairly shake. At such exhibitions 
of temper I thought chiefly of my own safety, for he 
evidently seemed annoyed that he was not hugging 
one of us, and I declare [ was in no way anxious for 
this interchange of friendship (?). M. Clément, the 
owner, was of opinion that should we attempt to 
raise the door his great strength would ensure him 
his freedom. I need scarcely say that I diligently 
kept my eye on that door, and allowed no one to 


trifle with it. 

The whole business was fraught with difficulty. 
I intimated to the owner that bears were rare aves 
in London, and wholly outside the pale of the veteri- 
nary or any other profession, and before proceeding 
in the matter I would require carte blanche, when I 
would no doubt succeed in ringing the brute. He 
therefore gave me the following indemnity :— 

January 15th, 1896. 

{ authorise Dr. Kirk to act as he thinks proper in the 
matter of drugging and operating on grizzly bear, and 
hold him irresponsible for effects. 

(Signed) CLEMENT. 

I pocketed this letter and left, intimating that I 

would return in,half-an-hour. On the way to my) 


surgery I purchased half-a-pound of honey in which, 
when home, I mixed seven grains of morphia hydro-| 
chlorate—a very stiff dose —but I was groping in the | 
dark and safeguarding myself and others. Retracing 
my steps I was soon busily engaged in feeding the. 


brute on the mixture through the bars, and to my 


delight he licked up every spot. The effect was 
rapid, and he gave vent to the most terrible forest 
yells Lever heard. The sclerotic coat of the eyes 
became intensely injected, and the pupil coutracted, 
For a minute or so he banged his head against the 
iron bars with great force, and in fact, looked as 
if he really meant suicide right away. This stage of 
excitement passed off, and he was then noticed to 
reel about and lose control of his forearms, at which 
I rejoiced. The cage door was immediately thrown 
up and two attendants fastened ropes to the fore- 
arms and drew him out. He was still yelling, and 
to my surprise fairly capable of taking care of himself, 
A collar was fixed on his neck, and he was held down 
while I administered : 
R Ether. 
Chloroform (pur.) aa 3iss. 

on my pocket handkerchief, after-which I proceeded 
to ring the beast. I passed the ring through the 
uppor lip close to the gums, emerging in the anterior 
nares close to the septum. The animal was well 
narcotized, and as soon as I had finished, it was 
surprising, after a free admission of air how quickly 
he recovered consciousness. He took no food that 
day, but an excellent breakfast next morning. 

There is no telling how much morphia a full 
grown bear could take, but judging from the amount 
given and the ether and chloroform inhaled. [ should 
imagine had I given three grains more there would 
have been no necessity for the anesthetic, and the 
animal would have made a good recovery. ™ 


THE VETERINARIAN AND LEGISLATION. 
Frertrmisers AND FrEepine Sturrs Act, 1893. 


This Act, which came into operation on the Ist 
January, 1894, provides that every person who sells 
for use as a fertiliser of the soil, in any quantity ex- 
ceeding half a hundredweight, any article manufac- 
tured in the United Kingdom or imported from 
abroad, which has been subjected to any artificial 
process shall give to the purchaser an invoice stating 
the name of the article, and whether it is an artifi- 
cially compounded article or not, also the least per- 
centage of nitrogen, soluble and, insoluble phos- 


‘phates, and potash, if any; and such invoice shall be 


a warranty by the seller. 

Every person that sells for use as food for cattle 
any article which has been artifically prepared shall 
give to the purchaser. an invoice stating the name of 
the article and whether it has been prepared from one 
or more substances or seeds, and such invoice shall 
a warranty by the seller. ~ 

Where any article sold for use. as food for cattle 1s 
sold under a name or description implying that !! i 
prepared from any particular substance or substances 
or is the product of any particular seed or seeds, a 
without any indication that it is mixed with any 
other compound or seed, there shall be implied 8 
warranty by the seller that it is pure, that is t0 says 
is prepared from that substance or substances, The 
the product of that seed or those seeds only. | ble 
seller’s warranty willimply that the article 1s suita 
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for feeding purposes, and any statement by the seller 
in any advertisement, circular, or invoice as to the 
percentages of nutritive and other ingredients, shall 
have effect as a warranty by the seller. 

If any person who sells any article for use as a 
fertiliser of the soil, or as food for cattle, commits any 
of the following offences, namely :— 

(a) Fails without reasonable excuse to give, on or 
before or as soon as possible after the delivery of the 
article, the invoice required by this Act ; or 

(}) Causes or permits any invoice or description 
of the article sold by him to be false in any material 

rticular to the prejudice of the purchaser ; or 

(c) Sells as food for cattle any article which con- 
tains any ingredient deleterious to cattle, or to which 
has been added any ingredient worthless for feeding 
purposes and not disclosed at the time of sale, 

He shall, without prejudice to any civil liability, 
be liable, on summary conviction, for a first offence 
£20, and for any subsequent offence £50. 

It shall be no defence to allege that the buyer 
bought only for analysis, and was not prejudiced by 
the sale. 

A person alleged to have committed an offence in 
respect of an article sold by him shall be entitled to 
the same rights and remedies, civil or criminal, 
against the person from whom he bought the article, 
and if the circumstances justify it, may include the 
amount of any fine and costs paid by him. 

The Board of Agriculture shall appoint a chief 
agricultural analyst, he shall be paid by the Treasury, 
and shall not while holding his office engage in pri- 
vate practice. 

Every County and Borough Council shall, subject 
to the approval of the Board of Agriculture, appoint, 
or concur with another Council or Councils in ap- 
pointing a district agricultural analyst, such analyst 
must not engage in any trade, manufacture, or 
business connected with the sale or importation of 
articles used for fertilising the soil or as food for 
cattle. The remuneration of the analyst to be paid 
by the Council or Councils, out of the County or 
Borough rate as the case may be. 

Every buyer of a fertiliser or food for cattle shall, 
on paymeut to the district analyst of a fee sanctioned 
by the County or Borough Council or Councils be 
entitled, within ten-days after the delivery of the 
article or the invoice, whichever is Jater, to have the 
article analysed, and to receive from the analyst the 
result of his analysis. 

Where a buyer desires to have an article analysed, 

¢shall in the presence of a witness, and in accor- 
dance with the regulations made by the Board of 

griculture, take three samples of the article, each 
sample to be marked, sealed, and fastened up, and 
shall deliver or send by post one sample with the in- 
Yolee or copy thereof to the district analyist, shall 
give another sample to the seller, and retain the third 
sample for further comparison, or the district analyst 
*T some other person may, if authorised by the Local 

uthority, on the payment of a fee, take the samples 
on behalf of the buyer. 

™ certificate of the district analyst shall be in 

orm and contain such particulars as the Board 


report to the Board the result of any analysis made by 
him in pursuance of this Act. 

If the seller or buyer objects to the certificate of 
the district analyst, one of the samples selected, or 
another sample selected in like manner, may be sub- 
mitted with the invoice, or a copy thereof, on pay- 
ment of the fee sanctioned by the Treasury, to the 
chief analyst, and to receive from him a certificate of 
the result of his analysis. 

If any civil or criminal proceedings with respect to 
any article analysed, the certificate of the analyst 
shall be sufficient evidence of the facts therein stated, 
unless the defendant or person charged requires that 
the analyst be called as a witness. 

The costs of obtaining any analysis shall be borne 
by the seller or the buyer in accordance with the re- 
sults of the analysis, and shall be recoverable as a 
simple contract debt. 

If any person knowingly and fraudulently tampers 
with any sample taken under this Act he shall be 
liable on summary conviction, to a fine of £20, or six 
months imprisonmert. 

.A prosecution under this Act may be instituted 
either by the person aggrieved, by the Council of a 
County or Borough, or by any body or association so 
authorised by the Board of Agriculture. 

Any person aggrieved by a summary conviction 
under this Act may appeal to a Court of Quarter 
Sessions. 

The expression “ cattle ’’ shall mean bulls, cows, 
oxen, heifers, calves, sheep, goats, swine and horses. 
The Act shall apply to wholesale as well as retail 
sales. 

In Scotland all expressions shall have the same 
meaning asin the Local Government (Scotland) Act, 
1889. 

For the purposes of the execution of this Act in 
Ireland the Lord Lieutenant, acting on the advice of 
the Privy Council, shall be substituted for the Board 
of Agriculture. 

The copies of regulations as to forms of certificates 
of district analysts and general directions as to taking 
and packing samples may be obtained post free from 
the Board of Agriculture. 

Horse owners in buying foreign grain may be well 
advised to.have inserted on invoices of any grain they may 
buy, that such grain is free from ‘ Indian Peas,” which 

have been used as an adulterant with such disastrous 


effect. 


- VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


GLASGOW V.M.S. 


The weekly meeting of this Society was held in the 
College Lecture Hall, on Weduesday evening, 22ud 
January. Professor Limont, M.A.,M.B., occupied the 
chair. There was a large attendance of snembers. 

An essay on “ Strangles”’ was read by Mr. H. Ferrier 
and evoked considerable discussion, which Mr. R. K. 
Rutherford summed up. 

Mr. J. A. Todd read an essay on “ Experiments on 
living animals”—a defence of judicious and humane 
experimentation in the fields of therapeutics, physiology, 


of Agriculture direct, and every district analyst shall 


and pathology. 
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In summing up the discussion the Chairman made a 
short but characteristic speech on the vivisection contro- 
versy. The proceedings terminated with the customary 
votes of thanks. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting and dinner in connection with the 
above Association took place at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, 
on January 21st, 1896. The President, Mr. J. Clarkson, 
Garforth, in the chair; the following members were pre- 
sent: Messrs. J. Clarkson, Garforth ; M. Rovinson, Barns- 
ley; F. Thompson, Harrogate; J. W. Lazenby, Boston 
Spa; F. W. Clough, Morley ; A. W. Mason, H. G. Bowes, 
J. Brand, W. F. Greenhalgh, G. E. Bowman, Leeds ; G. 
Whitehead, Batley ; G.*Pickering, J. Cooke, Scarboro’ ; 
H. Snarry, York; P. Deighton, Selby; J. E. Scriven, 
Tadcaster ; F. Somers, Leeds; J. S. Carter, Bradford ; 
F. Hallilay, Dewsbury ; 8S. Chambers, Kirkheaton, A. W. 
Briggs, Halifax. Mr. A.J. Lane, Leeds, and Vet.-Capt. 
R. W. Raymond were present as visitors. 

The Secretary read letters of apology from Profs. 
Williams and W. O. Williams, Edinburgh ; Dr. Cameron, 
Messrs. W. Awde, S. Wharam, Prof. Penberthy, H. 
Spark, Leeds; W. Hunting, London, (telegram) ; J. C. 
Collings, Otley ; T. Pratt, Ripon ; C. T. Lang, Bridling- 
ton; J. A. Hodgman ; Barnsley ; T. Fletcher, Sheffield ; 
Professor Charles Steel, A.V.D., Yorkshire College, 
Leeds ; H. D. Chorlton, Manchester; H. Pollard, Wake- 
field ; and Prof. McFadyean, London, (post-card). 

On the motion of Mr. Scriven, Mr. J. Abson, Sheffield, 
was nominated as a member. 


GRUNTING IN HorsEs. 


The circular letter from the Lincolnshire Veterinary 
Medical Association on the question of grunting and its 
relation to soundness was read. 

The PreEstipENT considered the matter one of great 
importance, but, so far as the profession coming to a 
unanimous opinion on the subject, he thought that was 
hardly possible. 

Mr. A. W. Mason (Leeds) alluded to the differences of 
opinion on the subject, and said he could not go so far 
as to positively assert that an animal was absolutely un- 
sound because it groaned or grunted. At the same time 
he thought it was their duty to mention the defect of 
grunting, if discovered in a veterinary examination, to 
their clients. 

Mr. G. E. Bowman supported the position taken 
up by the Lincolnshire Association. He said his exper- 
ience with young stock was that in 19 cases out of 20 
horses that granted became roarers in the course of a 
few years. A horse which groaned was not sound. 

Mr. PickERING agreed with Mr. Bowman. 

Mr. Briaes said he never remembered a horse which 
grunted against a wall that did not gowrong. He would 
not buy nor pass a horse, whether a light or heavy 
animal, if he grunted against a wall. 

Mr. J. Cooke speaking more particularly of the lighter 
breeds of horses, observed that he should not pass a 
grunter as being sound. Under all circumstances the 
discovery of the defect should be mentioned to the 
buyer. 

Mr. Bowman asked subsequent speakers to say 
whether they had ever known a roarer that was not a 
grunter. 

Mr. PickeRINneG replied that he had known of a case 
where a confirmed roarer was not a grunter. 

Mr. Snargry said that grunting, as they understood 
the term, was unsoundness. 

Mr. CarTER was also of this opinion, and added that 


he could not recollect a case of a roarer that did not 
grunt, either more or less. 

The Presmwent said they might safely say that, asa 
general rule, roarers were grunters. 

In reply to Mr. Briggs, the President said it appeared 
from the discussion that they were all more or less agreed 
as to the desirability of always acquainting buyers with 
the defect, if discovered. 

Mr. Scriven said he certainly should say any horse 
which grunted was not sound. 

After some further discussion, Mr. Briggs moved, and 
Mr. Thompson seconded, the following resolution :— 
“ That, in the opinion of the members of the Yorkshire 
Veterinary Medical Association, gruntiug in horses isa 
decided cause of unsoundness, and is a sufficient reason 
for the rejection of any animal so affected, when submit- 
ted to veterinary examination.” 

Some objection was taken to the words “a decided 
cause,” and the mover and seconder consented to their 
omission. With this limitation the resolution was 
ultimately adopted unanimously. 


AMALGAMATION OF LocaL 


Mr. Mason said he had received a letter from the 
Secretary of the National Veterinary Association (Prof. 
Macqueen), who asked him at the first opportunity to 
bring before the members the necessity for some sort of 
representative union, whereby prompt, energetic, and 
confident action could be taken to urge, among other 
things. the claims of practitioners to all legitimate veter- 
inary appointments and to support the predominant feel- 
ing concerning all matters of professional importance. 
The machinery for such union already existed. The 
only thing wanting was an understanding as to combina- 
tion and movement. It had been suggested that the 
various local veterinary societies should be invited to 
join the National Veterinary Association, and doubtless 
it would not be difficult to devise a simple plan that 
would meet with ready acceptance or approval. To serve 
merely as a basis for consideration the following sugges- 
tions were made:—I. The local veterinary societies. 
should preserve their present independence as to meet- 
ings, discussions, and subscriptions, and agree to join and 
support the National Veterinary Association on questions 
of general professional import, whether of practice 
or of veterinary politics. -* 

II. All effective members and affiliating societies 
should become, by virtue of affiliation, effective members 
of the National Association without further individual 
subscriptions. 

III. To meet the expenses of the National Veterinary 
Association each affiliated society should pay annually to 
the National a compound subscription, the amount 
(equal to a small sum per head) to be fixed in accordance 
with the membership strength of the local society. 

1V. Each affiliated society should be represented by 
two or wore members on the Council of the National Vete- 
rinary Association. In other words, the Council, ot 
other responsible committee, should consist of poe ym 
from all the affiliated societies. Thus constituted, ea 
Counci)’s decisions would be representative and truly 
National. Me- 

lf the members of the Yorkshire Veterinary 
dical Association agreed to entertain the 
these suggestions, perhaps they would appoint 4 eas 
committee to consider the details and report. = 
receiving the letter he (Mr. Mason) had seen es had 
queen, who informed him that some local societt 
taken the matter up. 

The PREsIpENT was of opinion that ht 
deal in the scheme which required careful considera | 

in the Nationé 
although Mr. Briggs did not believe in orgaui- 
or any other association dictating to them as 4» 


sation. Ultimately it was agreed that the Secretary 
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asked to write Mr. Macqueen for full details to be circu- 
lated among the members, it being understood that the 
matter would be brought up again at the next meeting 
of the Association. 

Qne or two points arising out of the paper 
read at the last meeting by Mr. Pickering, were 
next discussed, among the speakers being Mr. Mason, 
Mr. Cooke, Mr. Robinson (Barnsley), and Mr. Briggs. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. J. CLarRKson. 


In the course of his address the President expressed 
his appreciation of the compliment paid him, and said he 
would endeavour to uphold the dignity of the chair and 
maintain the usefulness of the periodical, pleasant and 
instructive meetings. Touching upon topics of interest 
to veterinarians, he remarked that the most burning 
question of the day, and, perhaps, the one which most 
nearly affected them as a profession, was the stamping 
out of contagious diseases, as carried on by the Animals’ 
Department of the Board of Agriculture. Few among 
them would, he thought, care to defend the system at 
present in vogue, and, judging by the results both in 
swine-plague and rabies, few would venture to call the 
work of the Board a success. (Applause.) The present 
method of arranging for an inspection of a suspected 
outbreak by the local veterinary officer allowed far too 
great a delay to occur, far greater than in the days of the 
old local authority. In some instances two and three 
days elapsed before the diseased or dead animal was seen 
and reported upon, and here a very great hardship to the 
owner must arise, because he understood if the animal 
died in the meavtime no compensation was paid, to say 
nothing of the greatly increased danger of spreading the 
disease by this delay. What condition the viscera would 
be in when they arrived in London for examination 
he did not know, but he tkought putrefactive bacteria 
would have had a very fai: innings. It always seemed 
to him somewhat of an anomaly that the veterinary 
inspector should be allowed to decide in the case of 
living swine, when diagnosis was often extremely diffi- 
cult, but when he had the opportunity of examining the 
Viscera in addition, he had practically no say in the 
matter; he was simply a forwarding agent. With regard 
to the rabies order, he was of opivion that the muzzling 
of dogs to be of any use should be made general, and not 
local—a regulation muzzle adopted and the order strictly 
enforced for a time at least. Rabid dogs were notorious 
travellers, and recognised no boundaries as set out in 
police orders. (Laughter.) In reference to the recent 
appointment of chief officer and other appointments, he 
thought the veterinary medical profession had been 
shabvily treated. (Applause.) Altogether the methods 
of procedure in the Animals’ Department were as ipscru- 
table as the face of the young lady novelist’s hero, and 
au all-sufficient commentary on their work was the re- 
sult, which was, to all intents and purposes, a failure. 

He noticed that only 787 replies had been sent in to 

te 2,758 circulars issued respecting the important ques- 

tion of compulsory notification. Of the 787, 588 were in 
eg of adopting the Act, but some on certain condi- 
°vs. Compulsory notification by veterinary surgeons 

Would, he felt sure, be an accomplished fact in the course 

o time, and it was for them to see that they were neither 

heglected nor imposed upon in a matter which was so 

portant to them. 

. 0 the circular in question nothing was said concern- 

'g What diseases it was intended to include, but he 

Pesumed the present ones affected by the Contagious 

an (Animals) Act were the ones intended, with 
rel other that it might be thought necessary to add 

4), Ume to time. They mnst endeavour to see when 


general, and not left to the option of the local authority, 
because partial enforcement would only open the way to 
endless difficulties. At present they had no suitable 
officer to whom to notify, and most of them would object 
to being compelled to do so to the local policeman. 
(Applause). 

This brought him to a subject which, though he con- 

ceived it his duty to discuss, he approached with the 
greatest reluctance. He had first spoken of the desira- 
bility of pulling together, and he was now reminded of 
their motto, vis unita fortior. Did they live up to it? 
Did they help each other as they should? or was com- 
petition becoming so keen that they were treading on 
and climbing over each other to achieve success? One 
was almost inclined to think the latter when one saw 
veterinarians (and men high in the profession) appear- 
ing against brother vets. in cruelty cases. He need 
hardly say that he was more particularly alluding to the 
recent case in Leeds, in which two veterinary surgeons 
were summoved for cruelty to a horse while under their 
care for treatment, but which happily broke down with- 
out the defence being called. (Applause.) He would 
make a distinction between the resident veterinary 
officer of the R.S.P.C.A., who had seen the case, and was 
subpoened and gave evidence according to the best of 
his belief ; and the expert who travelled by the night 
mail from Yokohama, Jerusalem, or Japan —(a laugh)— 
knowing practically nothing uf the merits of the case, 
except for the prosecuting society, until he heard the 
evidence in court. Almost the only thing he knew when 
he started from home was that he was expected to give 
expert evidence against his fellow practitioner. He had 
no wish to claim immunity from prosecution for their 
profession, but at any rate do not let them help the 
opposing forces; let them all try to defend their little 
citadel, (Applause.) Individually they might not be 
able to help each other much, but at least they could all 
refrain from harming one another. The regulation of 
the prosecutions for cruelty to animals should be iu the 
hands of the Government, and uot in the hands of a 
voluntary society which had to depend for its success 
on the number of subscriptions it could catch from the 
public, the bait naturally being its success as a prosecu- 
ting society. With the objects of the R.S.P.C.A. he 
had every sympathy—not one present abhorred cruelty 
more than he did—but with its methods he had very 
little sympathy. Interference by the society with a 
veterinary surgeon in the legitimate practice of his pro- 
fession he regarded as upwarrantable. The veterinary 
surgeon of all men was the one to know where 
necessary suffering ended, and unnecessary suffer- 
ing began. He contended that the veterinary sur- 
geon in attendance, and who had watched the 
case from day to day, or hour to hour was the man to 
suggest and direct the treatment, and not the R.S.P.C.A., 
in whose councils he was afraid the veterinary adviser 
often only played a very minor part, and whose evergies 
were largely directed by its uninformed officials—men 
whose reputation as energetic servants, nay, whose very 
existence as officers of the Society depended on the 
number of convictions they were able to obtain, and 
whose existence was often only equalled by their absolute 
certainty in the infallibility of their own opinion. (Ap- 
plause). To return to the recent Leeds case. There 
was a brighter side to the question, for it was very 
pleasing to see that there was no lack of professional 
witvesses ready to appear for the defence had they been 
necessary. (Applause.) 
He was glad to note among the various veterinary 
societies an increased desire for wider views by the more 
frequent interchange of letters on interesting subjecis 
for discussion. This was astep in the right direction, 
and should lead to very great good. (Applause.) 


time came that the enforcement of the Act was 


During the past year the world of science had had 
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many gains and many losses. Of the latter the chiefest 
was the decease of M. Pasteur, the greatest scientist of 
this century, or, perhaps, of all time. Their losses asa 
profession had been many and heavy, and their own 
association had lost two of its oldest members and 
greatest ornaments—men who were regular in their 
attendance—earnest in their endeavours for the good of 
the profession. Their places would be very difficult to 


Immense strides were being made in diagnostic 
methods and new remedies. The two diagnostic tests, 
tuberculin and mallein, had now been before them long 
enough to enable them to form an opinion as to their 
value, and though doubt had been cast on tuberculin in 
Denmark, it might fairly claim to be a success in this 
country. Of the many new serum remedies it was yet 
too soon to judge properly of their permanent value. 
They seemed undoubtedly to possess value, and as it was 
anew branch of medical science further developments 
might be expected as very great benefits accrue there- 
from. But the most startling discovery was that of 
Prof. Réntgen, and as his assertions appeared to be 
borne out in England they might be taken to be correct. 
This new photography was in its iufancy, and who could 
predict what the result might be? In human practice it 
was already being employed in very many diseases, and 
for many purposes. If what wasclaimed for it were true 
he saw no reason that it should not be used in veterinary 
practice, say, for instance, to determine in the existence 
of spavin, or how far a splint extended below the liga- 
ments or tendons. It might also be useful in those 
doubtful cases of injury to the back, and in hip disease 
and many other cases. 

They must all feel gratified that the Council were tak- 
ing vigorous steps to prevent the quack assuming to him- 
self the title of veterinary surgeon. Convictions were 
becoming very common ; almost every day occurrences 
now. The penalty was as yet only small, but as time 
went on, and the offenders were better warned, no doubt 
it would be increased. This protection of its members 
was a duty which the College owed not only to itself, but 
also to the public, because very few of them were ina 
position to ascertain whether they were employing a 
qualified man or not, and in this personation discredit 
was often brought on veterinary surgeons as a body. 
(Applause.) Quackery could, of course, never be stop- 
ped. Any man had a right to experiment with drugs on 
his neighbour’s horse, provided his neighbour allowed 
him, but he must not practice deceit as to his identity. 
Following closely was the question of medicines, with 
which the market was flooded. This, too, was trespassing 
on the ground which the veterinary surgeon rightfully 
looked on as his own, and he must admit he knew of 
no remedy for the abuse, except in the case of 
M.R.C.V.S., many of whom, he was sorry to say, had 
remedies which they advertised oun their own account, 
and others covered firms who manufactured them. This 
should be, and no doubt some day would be, prevented 
by the Council, who were able to contro] its own mem- 
bers, if not outsiders. If the remedies were always harm- 
less he would not grumble so much, but in some cases 
they were far from it, and many cases one was called to 
had received a glorious mixture of this firm’s “stomach 
smoother ” and that firm’s “liver brightener’’ on the top 
of someone else’s “ prescription for waking the dead.” It 
was by no means easy to diagnose which symptom be- 
longed to the disease and which to the so-called remedy. 
(Applause.) It would be far better if their clients, in- 
stead of buying a lot of this sort of thing, would either 
give a simple remedy of their own, the compound parts 
of which they knew, or procure a reliable one from their 
own veterinary surgeon, who would be called in if the 
case did not progress favourably, because he would then 


know exactly what medicine the animal had received ‘ from its elective character, must be a bod 


and he could treat it accordingly. He (the President) 
might be somewhat biased in his views, but his exper. 
ience was that the client who called in his veterinary 
surgeon in good time was the greatest saver; he had a 
less account at the end of the half-year, and was subject 
to far fewer losses among his stock. (Applause.) If 
disease got a firm hold it meant a longer attendance and 
often only a very poor ending. 

He had great faith in the future of their profession, 
because the more the public became enlightened the 
more they would see it was to their advantage to employ 
them. He did not take at all a pessimistic view of the 
future. Even the invention of an autocar and the pass- 
ing of a bill to allow it to run on the road did not shake 
his optimism. The same danger was supposed to threaten 
when steam came into use, and yet the horse tribe was 
by no means extinct. Bearing on this subject they 
should all see a very smart little parody which appeared 
in a recent number of The Record. In conclusion, the 
President said that at the close of the year he should 
like to leave the Society none the worse, but just a little 
better than he found it, financially, scientifically, and 
socially. Those meetings were more than meetings pure 
and simple for the discussion of interesting subjects; 
they met there and gripped each other by the hand; 
little differences could be explained, life-long friendships 
formed and strengthened, and the profession as a body 
advanced. The interest must be maintained and he 
looked to the members to do it for him by taking papers 
and interesting cases for discussion. He had an idea 
that the short cases by their variety often created most 
interest, and if it met with their approval and was quite 
legal they might at one of the current year’s meetings 
arrange for a full array—say a dozen or more—from the 
various members of the Society, in lieu of a long paper. 
Much might often be learnt by the wisest from @ case 
from another’s note book. (Applause). 


Mr. Briaas moved a hearty vote of thanks to the 
President, remarking that he had never heard a clearer 
and more lucid address than the one to which they had 
just listened. (Applause). 

Mr. Mason, in seconding, congratulated the President 
upon the excellence of his address. (Applause). 

The resolution was carried amid acclamation and suit- 
ably acknowledged. 


Toe Memoria Founp. 


The Presipent then brought before the meeting the 
question of raising a fund to perpetuate the memory of 
the late Professor Walley. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


Between 30 and 40 gentlemen attended, among those 
who sent letters of regret at inability ‘to be present was 
Professor Williams. Mr. Cooke, of Scarboro’ (the presi- 
dent for the past year) filled the chair, and the vice 
chair was occupied by the new president (Mr. Clarkson). 

The CHarRMAN proposed the customary loyal toasts 
and in doing so made a sympathetic allusion to the death 
of the late Prince Henry of Battenberg. : 

The military toast was alsu submitted by the Chair 
man, and responded to by Capt. R. W. Raymond, A.V.D. 
(of the 8th Hussars, at present stationed in Leeds) aud 
Mr. Mason, who was formerly connected with the Army 
Veterinary Department, and now an officer in the 
Artillery Volunteers. 

Mr. Briaas gave “ The Royal College of Veterlaty 
Surgeons,” coupling therewith the name of Mr. Maso, 
who, he observed, had for some years represented them 
on the Council in a manner that merited their very 
warmest thanks. He had represented their views w 


their satisfaction. (Applause.) The Royal vane 
y in which the 
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veterinary medical profession as a whole had perfect 
trust. (Applause.) 

Mr. Mason, in response, took the opportunity of 
thanking them for assisting in placing him fifth on the 

ll at the last election of representatives of the Council 
of the Royal College. In a resume of the work of the 
past 12 months, he said there had been no particular 
important matter, except the question of the Animals 
Department of the Board of Agriculture. A committee 
had been appointed to approach the President of the 
Board of Trade (Mr. Walter Long) as to whether he 
would receive a small deputation to lay the grievances of 
veterinary surgeons before him. He noticed that Mr. 
Long, through his chief secretary, had replied that he 
would not receive such a deputation, but that he would 
ouly receive the President and the Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to talk the matter over. 
He (Mr. Mason) was not now a momber of the Regis- 
tration Committee, but he knew that the members 
of that body were doing their utmost to protect the pro- 
fession from unscrupulous persons practising their arts— 
more particularly in the country districts. (Applause.) 

“The Examiners” was given by Mr. J. Carter 
(Bradford), and acknowledged by Mr. Robinson (Barns- 
ley), who said it was of the greatest importance that 
they should have good men as examiners. 

Mr. CLaRKsON next submitted the toast of “ The 
Veterinary Schools.” He said he was afraid the schools 
just now were not in a very good position, for times had 
been exceedingly hard lately. The new rules had, it 
would appear, affected them somewhat seriously. Some 
members of the Council seemed to think that the schools | 
should not be considered. He, however, thought they | 
had a locus standi, and should be considered in the— 
transactions of the Council. The schools represented 
the life-work and the intellect of a large number 
of the profession, and a great deal of capital. Iu 
France the Government recognised the Veterinary 
medical profession as being a great help to the stock 
owners of the country. That was a matter which, 
among other questions, the Government of this country | 
ought to consider in regard to the teaching of veteri- | 
nary science. (Applause.) If the Government would 
only help them more than at present, they in return — 
would be able to help the farmer more. (Applause.) 

Mr. Brigas, in reply, joined with Mr. Mason, Mr. | 
Clarkson, and other speakers in regretting the absence of | 
Prof. Williams, and contrasted the teaching and the 
school fees of the present day with what existed when he | 
and others present were undergoing their scholastic 
training. They had, he said, made it that a man who 
wished to enter their profession must have received 
almost a university education. (Laughter and applause.) 
The matriculation examination now prescribed for en- 
trance to their schools was very strict, and, indeed, any 
man who was able to pass that test was fit either for the 
medical, or legal, or even clerical profession. (Renewed 
laughter and applause.) 
_ Mr. G. E. Bowman then proposed “ The Other Veter- 
inary Medical Societies,’ which he regretted to say were | 
unrepresented on this occasion, These societies were, 
he added, of great value to the profession. (Applause.) | 
_Mr. Frank Somers submitted “The Visitors,” wel-— 
coming once more at their annual gathering Mr. H. A. 
Child, solicitor, of Leeds, and Mr. Lane. 

', CHILD responded in a speech largely reminiscent 
of his professional experiences in deferding prosecutions | 
me by the Royal Society for the prevention of | 

Tuelty to Animals. He said that, like members of the | 
Yeterinary medical profession, he did not carp at, or take | 
ee to, any society that had for its object the) 

vantage of the public, and the prevention of cruelty to_ 
a but he was entitled to criticise the means which - 
‘re sometimes adopted by voluntary agencies. He 


agreed with what had fallen from more than one judge of 
the land that whenever a person in authority embarked 
upon an inquiry, his object should be to conduct it im- 
partially and properly. It should be the duty of an 
officer, whether a policeman or the agent of a volunta 
Society, to obtain all the information he could get, bot 
in regard to the accused and the accuser, and leave it to 
the judgment of the tribunal before whom he appeared. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. also responded. 

Mr. GREENHALGH (Leeds) gave “The Chairman,” 
observing that during the past year Mr. Cooke had filled 
the chair with great credit both to himself and the Asso- 
ciation, while the various meetings and discussions had 
been very advantageous to the members. (Applause.) 

Mr. Mason supported the proposition, also testifying 
to the ability displayed by the Chairman, and recalling 
the fact that during the year Mr. Cooke had generously 
invited the members of the Association to Scarborough, 
where he resided. (Applause.) 

The toast was drunk with musical honours. 

The CHarrMan briefly acknowledged the compliment, 
saying how heartily he thanked them for their support 
during the year and their kindness on this occasion. If 
what he had done while holding the presidency had been 
satisfactory to them he was highly pleased. At any time 
he should be happy to do anything that he could for the 
Association and the profession generally. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


YATES v. HIGGINS. 


This case raised the question whether a tame and 
pinioned gull used by a photographer for purposes of 
trade is a domestic animal. Magistrates found as a fact 
that such a seagull had been cruelly treated, but they dis- 
missed the summons on the ground that it was nota 
domestic animal. 

Mr. Colam appeared for the appellant. 

This was a case stated by the justices of the Petty 
Sessional Division of Buxton, in the County of Derby. 
On May 18th, 1895, a summons was taken out against 
Higgins and two others for cruelty to a seagull. The sea- 
gull had been the property of one Annie Simpson for 
about three years and was tame; it was kept in a field 
adjoining her residence. One wing having been pinioned, 
the bird was unable to fly, but it was able to get out of 
the field by going down to the river which ran through it. 
It would go to Annie Simpson on being called and feed 
from her hands. Annie Simpson, who was a photo- 
grapher, had used it, together with two other similar 
birds, in her business. The justices thought the facts set 
forth did not prove the seagull to be a domestic animal 
within the meaning of 12 and 13 Vict., c. 92, and 17 and 
18 Vict., c 60, section 3. 

Mr. Colam contended that the bird was a “ domestic 
animal,” He cited “ Harper v. Marcks”’ (1894, 2 Q.B., 
319), 10, The Times Law Reports, 488. This was a case 
of lions kept in a cage which had been held not to be 
“ domestic avimals,” but he urged that a seagull tamed 
and used for photographic purposes came under a differ- 
ent category aud might properly be so described, 
“ Colam v. Pagett ” (12 Q.B.D., 66), was the case of lin- 
nets trained as decoys for bird-catching. The gull might 
be considered to be as “ dumestic” as they were. In a 
sense it was trained to be photographed. 

The Court upheld the decision of the magistrates. 

Mr. Justice Vaughan Williams said the magistrates 
were right in law, for it had not been proved to them 
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that the seagull was a domestic animal within the mean- 
ing of the sections. One might very well wish that the 
law was different, but the court had no right to extend 
the ambit of the statute because they might think it 
ought to be wider. The gull had belonged to Annie 
Simpson for three years and had become tame, but that 
alone would not be enough to bring it within the statute. 
Many creatures which were ordinarily wild might be 
tamed without becoming domestic animals. Taming was 
not enough, and in this case the only extra fact was that 
the photographer had used it in her business. That, 
however, did not alter the character of the animal. In 
the case of “Colam v. Pagett” the linnets had been 
trained. Mr. Justice Cave, in the case of “ Harper v. 
Marcks’”’ said, “ The words of the enactments in question 
are intended to comprise all such animals as have been 
tamed to serve some useful purpose for mankind.’”’ This 
gull had not been sufficiently tamed to serve some useful 
purpose for mankind, and was not therefore a domestic 
animal within the section. 
Mr. Justice Wright concurred. — Times. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF 1,000 
CASES OF SUSPECTED DIPHTHERIA. 


By R. T. Hewvert, M.D., M.R.C.P., & Harotp Nowan: 


The following paper is an analysis of the records of the 
bacteriological examination ef specimens froin 1,000 con- 
secutive cases of suspected diphtheria, forwarded by 
medical officers of health and practitioners from all parts 
of the kingdom to this Institute for diagnosis. We shall 
endeavour to give a summary of the results obtained 
and to draw attention to avy points of special interest 
noted by us in the course of the work. 


TRANSMISSION OF THE SPECIMENS. 


The membrane or secretion has been forwarded in a 
variety of ways, 30me of which are highly creditable to 
the ingenuity of the sender. The method recommended 
by the Institute is to rub the diphtheritic patch or 
faucus with a sterile swab consisting of a little wool 
wrapped round the end of a piece of thick wire, this 
being contained in a stout glass test tube closed with a 
cork, in which it is sent out and returned after inocu- 
lation. In addition, another sterile stout glass test tube 
plugged with cotton wool is forwarded for the reception 
of a piece of membrane if there be any. The two tubes 
are enclosed in a tin case, which entirely does away with 
the risk of oreakaye in trausit. In mauy instances, 
however, the practitioner adopts his own method, which 
may or may not be satisfactory; in the latter category 
may be mentioned swabs of antiseptic wool and mem- 
brane in alcohol, rum, and carbolic acid solution. In 
some instances the specimeus seut have appeared to be 
quite hopeless, the preparation of a satisfactory culture 
being impossible; nevertheless we have been struck 
with the many positive results obtained with the most 
urpromising materials. 


Direct EXAMINATION OF THE MEMBRANE. 

When the specimen has arrived in a fresh and moist 
condition the diagnosis has been made in a compara- 
tively small number of cases (28) by a direct micro- 
scopical examination. In the majority of instances, 
however, this method is not applicable, for several hours 
elapse before the specimen is received, during which 
time the saprophytic organisms in the membrane or 
specimeu have multiplied to such an extent that it is 
extremely difficult to recognise the diphtheria bacillus 
among the varied forms present. It has been necessary, 
therefore, to make cultivations in the majority of cases. 


MeEtTHOps oF CULTIVATION. 
For the cultivations tubes of Loeffler’s blood serum 


have invariably been used, the agar and blood serum 
mixture of Wertheim and agar plates having proved less 
satisfactury in our hands. Desiccated specimens have 
always been moistened with sterilised water before inocu- 
lation, and from the results obtained there can be no 
doubt that desiccation, at any rate for short periods, 
does not influence the vitality of the bacillus. The 
cultures have been incubated at 37 deg. C. usually 
for eighteen to twenty hours, Visible colonies of the 
diphtheria bacillus do not seem to appear under twelve 
to thirteen hours, though the organism has been found 
by microscopical examination in as short a period as 
seven hours. 
EXAMINATION OF THE CULTURES. 


Although in many instances it is possible to identify 
almost with certainty the colonies of the diphtheria 
bacillus, the diagnusis has been confirmed in every 
instance by a microscopical examination, for even to the 
practised eye colonies of toruls: and of certain staphy- 
lococci may be extremely deceptive. Loeffler’s methylene 
blue has always been emploved as the routine stain for 
the microscopical preparations, and seems to give the 
most characteristic appearances, but in doubtful cases it 
has been supplemented by Gram’s method. 

The result of the examination of specimens from 1,000 
cases of suspected diphtheria forwarded and treated in 
the manner detailed abova is that in 587 cases the 
diphtheria bacillus was found, in 409 cases it was not 
found, and in 4 instances bacilli were observed, as to the 
identity of which with the Klebs- Loeffler bacillus or the 
distinction therefrom we were unable to satisfy our- 
selves. Thus 587 per cent. of the cases were true 
diphtheria. In 409 per cent., or about two-fifths of the 
cases, the diphtheria bacillus was not found, and the 
majority of these were probably not diptheria. A-few 
may have been diphtheritic, though for some reason or 
other the bacilli were not found, but from a careful 
consideration of the cases, we do not think that the 
error so introduced would amount to more than 2 or 
3 per cent. Granting that the majority of cases sent up 
for examiuation were doubtful ones, it is still apparent 
what a large number of non-diphtheritic cases must have 
been returned as diphtheria in the period before the 
days of bacteriological examinations. 


ANALYSIS OF RESULTs. 


In 25 cases out of the 1,000, no growth appeared on 
the surface of the blood serum. 

In 600 cases notes have been kept as to the organisms 
present in the cultivations, and are set forth in the 
following table : 


Cases in which 
the Diphtheria 
The following Organisms were Bacillus was Cases in which the 
present alone or associated with present, alone Diphtheria Bacillus 
the B. Diphtheriz. or associated was absent. 
with other Or- 
ganisms. 


Bacillus diphtherie alone 216  Pseudo-Diphtheria 
Streptococci 6 32 


Micrococci 55 79 
Bacilli : 19 41 
Torule 9 1 
Sarcine 6 2 
Streptococci & micrococci a 23 
Micrococci and bacilli 7: 19 
Streptococci and bacilli 1 5 
Torule and bacilli 1 3 
Sarcin® and bacilli 0 3 
Micrococci (including strep- 6 8 
tococci) and sarcinsz 
Micrococci(including strep- 4 14 
tococci) and torule 
Many forms present to- 19 15 
gether 
353 247 
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These results are only approximate, as they are based 
on the more or less brief examination necessary to deter- 
mine the presence or absence of the di»htheria bacillus, 
and no special pains were taken to observe all the 
organisms which might be present. It is noteworthy 
that the diphtheria bacillus was obtained practically in 

ure cultivation in no fewer than 216 out of 353 cases in 

which it wasfound. In only 6 was it associated with the 
streptococcus alone, but too much stress must not be 
laid on this point, for in a number of instances the mode 
of transmission of the specimen was not favourable to 
the vitality of the streptococcus, and in others it was 
doubtless overlooked, or perhaps included among micro- 
cocci. All the forms of the diphtheria bacillus have 
been met with, but as we are alone concerned with the 
bacteriological examination we are unable to throw any 
further light on their clinical significance, or on the 
import ot the so-called pseudo- bacillus. 


CasEs OF INTEREST. 

Some cases examined present points of considerable 
interest. 

Two specimens were from cases of conjunctivitis : in 
one the diphtheria bacillus was found ; in the other which 
was associated with faucial diphtheria, only the strepto- 
coccus pyogenes. 

In one instance specimens were taken from the fauces 
and from the vagina of the same case, and bacilli of the 
same type were found in each. In another, a pure cul- 
ture ot the diphtheria bacillus was obtained from a 
severe case, followed by paresis, in which the infection of 
the throat probably originated from a diphtheritic wound 
of the finger incurred during laboratory work. 

In a case of diphtheritic paralysis, typical so-called 
pseudo-forms were met with, and were non-virulent, and 
it is an interesting question whether these bear any, 
and if so what, relation to the diphtheria bacilli originally 
present. 

PERSISTENCE OF THE BACILLI IN THE THROAT. 


The 1,000 cases on which our results are based are all 
primary examinations, but in several further examina- 
tions have been made to ascertain whether the diphtheria 
bacilli had disappeared, and the subjects were free from 
infection. From such “repeats ” it would seem that the 
bacilli are commonly to be found in the throat two or 
three weeks after the attack, but that this period may be 
greatly exceeded. Thus in one instauce the specific 
organism was found seven weeks, in another nine weeks, 
and in a third twenty-three weeks after convalescence. 
In the latter case, the virulence of the bacilli, as tested 
by inoculation, was maintained to the last, for a guinea- 
pig inoculated with 0:25 c.cm. of a forty-eight hours’ 
broth culture died in thirty-six hours. 

Another notable case was ove in which virulent Klebs- 
Loeffler bacilli were found in the throat of a schoolboy, 
who, six months previously, had suffered from an illness 
Which, from the occurrence of paresis, was evidently 
diphtheritic, though not diagnosed as such at the time ; 
mall probability this case was the focus of infection 
from which originated a small outbreak of diphthcria 
among the class associates of the boy in question. These 
and many similar instances serve to illustrate the neces- 
sity for a bacteriological examination before a conva- 
lescent from diphtheria can be said to be free from 
infection, 


FaLLactes iN THE BacTrERIOLOGICAL METHOD oF 
DraGnosis. 


There are certain sources of error in the bacteriological 
method which, if excluded, would perhaps have increased 
the number of positive results by 2 or 3.per cent. For 
Xample, the swab may not be representative—that is, 
may have been taken from a small area which happened 
to have no bacilli upon it. In other cases, when the 


specimen is moist, the profuse growth of saprophytes 
may crowd out the diphtheria bacilli, and one advantage 
of a small wool swab over membrane is that it dries 
quickly, and the development of the saprophytes is 
thereby prevented. The use of local antiseptic treat- 
ment is another source of error, and in all cases the 
specimen should be obtained if possible before its com 

mencement. The influence of such treatment is well 
illustrated by the following actual example. A specimen 
was received cultures from which revealed no diphtheria 
bacilli. It had been taken shortly after the use of 
sulphurous acid, and so convinced was the practitioner 
that he was dealing with a case of diphtheria, that he 
submitted another specimen from which a profuse and 
pure growth of the diphtheria bacillus was obtained. 
On the other hand a tonsil has been received which had 
evidently been energetically treated with perchloride of 
iron ; aud on another occasion some membrane which 
had been placed for a short time in a weak solution of 
Sanitas, and still smelling strongly of this preparation, 
and from both profuse cultures of the diphtheria bacillus 
were obtained. 

Concuusion. 


In conclusion, we would emphasise the desirability of 
a bacteriological examination in every case in which the 
throat symptoms are at all doubtful, for many of our 
cases which were uot regarded clinically as diphtheria 
have proved to be so. Secondly, since virulent bacilli may 
be met with in the throat for weeks after convalescence, 
partial isolation at least should be insisted upon until 
repeated bacteriological examination has shown the ab- 
sence of the infective agent. 

We have to express our best thanks to Dr. Ruffer and 
to Dr. Macfadyen, in whose laboratories the examina- 
tions were carried out, for permitting us to publish these 


results, and for advising us with reference to them.— 
B.M.Jrul. 


THE EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY OF 
HYDROPHOBIA. 


Babes (Wien. med. Blatt., October 17th, 1895) enumera- 
tes the various organs in which the virus has been de- 
scribed as persisting ; he denies its presence in the brain 
of the fuetus in utero. The virulence of the disease is 
most marked when an emulsion of an infected spinal 
cord is introduced into the brain or under the dura mater 
of the animal investigated. Injections into the great 
nerves, the vitreous, or under the skin where the nervous 
supply is abundant, is almost equally potent, while ino- 
culation in less well-supplied regione has much less effect. 
The virus spreads up along the nerves to the central 
nervous system, in which it multiplies, producing the 
characteristic symptoms. The nerves leading from the 
part bitten to the brain is the first to become : virulent ; 
later, others are involved, particularly the corresponding 
ove of the opposite side. When a solution of the virus 
is filtered, the filtrate does nvt cause hydrophobia, but 
may in large doses lead to general weakness and even 
paralysis, owing to the presence of toxic substances. 
The virus has considerable power of resistance to disin- 
fectants ; it is destroyed by a temperature of 60° in half 
an hour, and rapidly loses its potency when exposed to 
the air, particularly in sunlight. When protected from . 
light and air its virulence persists for a lengthened 
period ; active virus has been obtained from a corpse 
forty-four days after death, and from a glycerine extract 
which had been kept a month. After giving an account 
of the well-known inflammatory conditions of the 
mucous membranes of the throat, stomach, and duode- 
num, Babes describes in detail the pathological changes 
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found in the central nervous system. The brain, cord, 
and meninges are usually congested and ecchymosed ; 
the cord also shows small softened patches, particularly 
in the neighbourhood of the nerves by which the virus 
has gained access to the central nervous system. The 
characteristic histological appearances fall into two 
groups. The first comprises the more diffuse changes in 
the direction of general cedema and hyperemia which 
indicate the commevcement of inflammatory changes 
round the blood vessels. The lesions in the second 
group are more definite and localised. The blood vessels 
are as a rule dilated, and more or less extensive hemor- 
rhages can be seen in the neighbourhood of the central 
canal, in the floor of the fourth ventricle, and scattered 
through the membranes; where these are not macros- 
copic the microscope often reveals extravasated red cor- 

uscles beside the dilated capillaries. Later on little 
yaline globular masses appear in the small vessels, in 
the walls of which broad zones of wandering cells enter. 
The walls are often hyaline and much swollen ; the endo- 
thelium also proliferates, so that many vessels are 
obliterated and surrounded by thick hyaline masses. 
The changes are most marked in the situations indicated 
by the symptoms, that is, in the motor nuclei of the cord 
and medulla, in the neighbourhood of the olfactory 
nerves, etc. The nerve cells, particularly in the vagus 
and hypoglossal nuclei, are the next to suffer. They 
swell, aud small hyaline bodies, surrounded by a pale 
zone or by large vacuoles, appear in the vicinity of the 
uucleus, The pericellular space is filled with leucocytes, 
which press on the nerve cells ; later on the latter become 
pale and their nuclei disappear. Babes considers these 
changes to be absolutely pathognomonic of rabies. A 
small piece of the cord of the suspected animal is hard- 
ened in alcohol, stained next day with aniline red, and 
the characteristic hyaline spots (which he has named 
Wuthknitchen) sought for. In this way he has been able 
to make a speedy and certaiu diagnosis in over a hundred 
cases; he has never known the method to fail. Similar 
changes are found in the affected nerves ; the salivary 
glands are also hyperemic ; and the acini surrounded by 
sound cells, in which the characteristic tiny hyaline 
bodies are present just as in the nerve cells. The lungs 
and abdominal viscera are hyperzemic. No bacteria are 
found in the corpse, nor have observers hithertu suc- 
ceeded in making cultivations. Babes, however, be- 
lieves that he has succeeded in introducing the disease 
on several occasions by means of cultivations of the 
virus at the body temperature in agar-agar containing 
glycerine. The cultivations appear to owe their proper- 
ties t» definite cocci having special staining properties.— 
Brit. Med. Journal. 


THE IMPORTATION OF INFECTED HORSES. 


Mr. Morgan Evans writes to The Field as,follows :— 

Why are foreign horses not subjected to veterinary 
inspection at the port of landing? lu the interests of 
breeders of cattle, sheep, swine, and goats, the latter 
animals are slaughtered at the port of debarkation, to 
prevent the introduction of contagious diseases from 
abroad. These regulations now apply to all countries in- 
discriminately, and it is proposed to give them the effect. 
of an Act of Parliament in the forthcuming session, so 
as not to leave them, as at present in many cases, to the 
control of a department which can issue or withdraw 
orders at discretion. Horses, like other animals, are 
subject to contagious diseases. Why should they oe 
allowed to be landed and pass inland to infect our native 
stock without the slightest inquiry as to their origin and 
transit, or examination of their savitary condition ? No 
one could desire to entirely prohibit the importation of 
horses from any country, but prudence and common 


sense demand that we should not imperil the health of 
our studs by the introduction of foreign horses infected 
with contagious diseases. Horse owners in this country 
have suffered severely from the importation of diseased 
animals. Glanders, contagious influenza, or “ pink-eye,” 
and mange have been imported into this country by 
foreign horses. A few months ago a consignment of 
horses from the United States were landed in the port of 
London, six of which, soon after, were slaughtered for 
glanders by order of the Middlesex County Council, 
About sixteen years ago a consignment of sixty horses 
from the same quarter were allowed to enter inland with- 
out inspection, the result being that the whole were 
ultimately found suffering from glanders and were 
destroyed. But the mischief did not end with them, for 
they had already infected some six hundred healthy 
horses of our own country. The effect of that outbreak 
in felt in cases which occur in the present day. 

Glanders prevails extensively in the United States, six 
of which at least are acknowledged to be infected. The 
chairman of the Committee on Diieases of the United 
States Veterinary Medical Association recently reported 
that they had inspected 5,375 horses for glanders— 
animals belonging to the street cars of Chicago—and 
stated that as many as 955 were then under quarantine 
restrictions. It is time horse owners made a_ protest 
against the existing freedom of introducing horses suffer. 
ing from contagious diseases. Of course, if an imported 
horse was found glandered when landing in this country, 
he would be immediately destroyed, and those in contact 
would be dealt with in accordance with the Glanders 
Act. But there is no one to see whether any of the 
horses in a consignment are suffering from glanders or 
any other contagious disease. Horses should be landed 
only at special ports, like cattle, sheep, and swine, ard on 
landing should be inspected by a competent official 
veterinary surgeon. Even with this care we should still 
be occasionally introducing infected foreign horses into 
our stables, as we did infected cattle, sheep, and swine in 
former times. It would, however, do something towards 
protecting us against the free importation of equine con- 
tagious maladies. 

The evil complained of should be pointed out to the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, who should be 
urged to afford the much. needed protection horse owners 
require. Their voice should give no uncertain sound. 
Perhaps it is too much to expect an Animals Depart- 
ment, which cannot stamp out glanders at home, to 
trouble themselves to prevent the importation of glan- 
dars from abroad. But we shall never stamp out glan- 
ders in this country while foreign horses are allowed to 
enter inland without careful veterinary inspection at the 
port of debarkatiou.—The Field. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A special meeting of Council was held on Wednesday, 
February 3rd, atthe College, Mr. J.F. Simpson, Esq., Pre 
sident, in the chair. The following were present : Messrs. 
Barrett, Dollar, Elphick, Hartley, Hunting, Mulvey, 
Penberthy, Shave, Wragg, Thatcher (solicitor), and Bill 
(secretary.) 

The SECRETARY reported that he had received letters 
from the following gentlemen, regretting their inability 
to attend the meeting: Messrs. Dewar, Faulkuer, Lam- 
bert, Abson, Trigger, Kidd, Locke and ThompsoD. 

The PREsipeNT: This is a meeting to confirm t 
action of the Council at its last meeting. With re 


to Professor Penberthy’s resolution—‘ That at Ie 
twenty-eight days prior to the date fixed for the exam>* 
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tion every candidate for the Fellowship Degree shall for- 
ward his thesis to the Secretary, who shall then forward 
all theses received to the Chairman of the Examining 
Board, or to such of the examiners as he may nominate.” 
There was some doubt in the mind of the Solicitor and 
the Secretary as to whether that might be taken as an 
instruction to the Secrétary, or whether it would be em- 
bodied in the bye-laws. The “olicitor is of opinion that 
it ought to be embodied in the bye-laws. Therefore we 
do not propose to confirm that to-day for this reason, 
that the notice has not been suspended the necessary 
length of time. It will therefore have to be brought 
forward at the next Council meeting by Prof. Penberthy 
to be passed as a bye-law. 

Mr. Huntine: At the present time it has the force of 
a resolution I believe ? 

The PrestpentT: Yes, should occasion arise for it tu be 
put into execution. 

Mr. Barrett: I take it that it cannot be acted upon 
in any way ; it is really useless. 

The PrestipENT: It may really be taken to be an in- 
struction to the Secretary. There is nothing contrary 
to the bye-law, but it is really an addition to the bye- 
law, and it was thought by the Solicitor that it would be 
safer to treat it as a bye-law. I think that would be 
Prof. Penberthy’s wish ? 

Prof. PenBERTHY: Yes. 

The PresipeNnt: We have now to confirm the follow- 
ing bye-law which was passed at the previous Council 
meeting--“ That if any veterinary surgeon shall permit 
his name to he used by any unqualified or unregistered 
person, or do or permit any other act whereby an un- 
qualified or unregistered person may pass himself off as 
or practice as a veterinary surgeon, he shall be deemed 
guilty of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect 
within the meaning of Section 6 of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act, 1881.” 

On the motion of Professor PENBERTHY, seconded by 
Mr. Mutvey, the bye-law was confirmed. 

Mr. Mutvey: I beg to propose that the alteration of 
Bye law 97—“ To omit the words ‘ if the names of at least 
four candidates shall have been entered for that pur- 
pose,’”’ be confirmed. 

Mas HaRTLEY seconded the motion, which was agreed 


Tue Late Prince Henry or BatrenBera. 


_ Prof. PenBeRTHy: At the Council meeting to day it 
18 an opportune time for us to take cognizance of a sub- 
ject which has been very generally felt throughout the 
country, and to offer to Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Queen, and the widowed Princess, our sincere and re- 
spectfnl condolence in the deep sorrow which has 
afflicted them, and that this vote should be forwarded to 
the proper quarter. 1 do not think any words from me 
are hecessary to commend this, because I know it would 
represent the feelings of every member of a profession, 
— at any rate is truly loyal as it is manly and humane. 
ith those few words I beg to propose the motion. 

. Mr. HartLEy: I have the melancholy duty of second- 
ing that proposition. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES V.M.A. 


bs annual meeting of the Association will be held at 

inee rand Hotel, Birmingham, on Friday, February 14th, 

pen at 2 p-m. The President, G. Wartnaby, Esq., will 
Py the chair. Dinner at five o’clock prompt. 


H. J. Dawes, Hon. Sec. 


Homeopathy at Grantham. 


From a letter written by Lord Dysart to The Grant- 
ham Journal his lordship appears to have become pos- 
, sessed of knowledge not generally held by veterin- 
arians :— 

“In conclusion, I should like to bring under the notice 
of all who are interested in veterinary work, the fact that 
homeopathy is capable of curing milk fever; and that 
recently two cures of this malady in cows have been 
effected on my own farm. In the one case the animal 
had lost the use of its limbs for six hours, and in the 
other for a period of 48 hours. 

As I am very anxious that the farmers especially should 
become acquainted with the merits of homcopathy, I 
shall have great pleasure in rendering any assistance in 
my power to anyone sufliciently interested in the matter, 
by supplying details concerning veterinary homoopathy 
in general, or these cases in particular.—I am, sir, 
yours, &c. 

Dysart. 

Buckminster Park, Jan. 1, 1896. 

We should be glad to publish any information his 
lordship may have and so bring it under the notice of 
the body most “interested in veterinary work.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“A NATIONAL DISASTER.” 
Sir, 

My neglecting to read your esteemed contemporary, 
The Veterinary Jowrnal, has hitherto prevented me from 
suitably acknowledging the too flattering prominence 
given to my name in its editorial pages for January. 

Professor Williams has a grievance, occasioned ap- 
parently, by the refusal of the Examination Committee 
to accept divided or incomplete matriculation certificates 
despite the fact (as defined by Professor Williams) of 
their having intimated “such certificates would be 
accepted as evidence of fitness whether they had all been 
obtained at one time or not.” Paraphrases are danger- 
ous, however, and that this particular paraphrase is a 
deliberate misreading is shown by Professor Williams’ 
later quotation, “ It does not matter to the Council how 
or when they were obtained”—an entirely different 
matter. 

Until a candidate enters a teaching school, the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. has no power whatever over him ; it can- 
not therefore say either how or when he shall attain his 
certificate ; but it can and does control its own exami- 
nations, and it does say that uvless the certificate ten- 
dered shows all the subjects were passed at one time it 
will not admit the holder to his firse professional exami- 
nation. Surely this was very clear, and if not should 
here become so by pushing the argument a little further. 
The subjects must either be passed at one time, or they 
must not. No one has suggested they should be passed 
at twice, or thrice, or ten times; hence, if they are not 
to be passed at once there is absolutely nothing to pre- 
vent a student offering fifty certificates and taking twenty 
years to matriculate. To bolster up this view we have 
even been gravely told that the man who passes subject 
by subject is as good as one who passes all at once. The 
suggestiou scarcely requires refntation. If the student 
remembers his first subject when he comes up to pass in 
his secoud, why should he not pass in both (or all) to- 
gether? ‘The auswer is, that the class of student now in 
dispute cannot—he has forgotten his first. But ne 
should be passed, says Professor Williams’ disciples, 


because he once knew them. We are in short to accept 
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him not for what he knows, but for what he has for- 
tten ! 

The Examination Committee refused to be converted 
to this startling doctrine—heuce the injustice. I. must 
be a very grave injustice, for though he introduces it 
with “some hesitation,” and a feeling tha’. “the matter 
may seem to be tu a certain extent a personal one,” 
Professor Williams sees in it what “may go on in pro- 
cess of time to become a national disaster.” 

For some time past those of us who resist the efforts 
to degrade the examination have been the subjects of all 
the well-known methods of depreciation so dear to the 
heart of the less refined surt of controversialist, but it 
has been reserved for Professor Williams tv specially 
distivguish himself in this industry, and by the use of 
information obtained in Committee—information which 
all laws of honour regard as confidential—to establish a 
new, if somewhat unenviable record. 

“It appears that the motion was made in Committee 
by Mr. McFadyean, and seconded by Mr. J. A. W. 
Dollar, but as Mr. Dollar was not a member of the Com- 
mittee, his seconding was pronounced incompetent by 
the Chairman. Are we to suppose that this was a mere 
mistake on the part of Mr. Dollar, due to his youth and 
inexperience.” 

The Committee did not resent my mistake and indeed 
invited from me an expression of opinion. It is then 
scarcely necessary to reply to such accounts of my 
enormities except to indicate the spirit in which they are 
advanced. Mistakes are unavoidable and if I am indeed 
so young and inexperienced the accusation carries its 
own excuse, while I may at least hope to prove one of 
those whose follies cease with their youth and not of 
those who prefer dark ways to light in spite of age and 
experience, Whether youth may fairly be imputed to 
any one as areproach | must leave to others to deter- 
mine, but my accuser, who has passed a long life in 
politics, can neither claim it as explaining his employ- 
meut of confidential information, nor his forgetfulness 
of the dignity of an editorial position. 

Jno. A. W. 


THE PARENT CRITICISED BY THE OFFSPRING 
‘ OR COUNCIL AT THE OLD, OLD GAME. 
IR, 

I suppose the proceedings of our Council are of general 
interest to most, and of particular interest to many of 
its lieges, and being so, are open to general comment by 
any member of the profession, so here goes. 

If the Council cannot produce laws and bye-laws that 
cau be interpreted by intelligent men why not spend a 
whole meeting or say a whole year in anuulling, revising, 
and adding to its present laws and bye-laws. It might be 
even advisable to elect a yet higher senate than the 
Council tu sit in judgment on the Council’s legislation, 
and to intelligently revise the laws which that body 
passed. If this cannot be done, and ia order to meet ail 
exigencies, why shouldn’t the Cuuncil revise and review 
its laws and bye-laws as frequently as they legislate 
for the poor veterinary student, who, poor fellow! when 
he has figuratively, and after much labour, jumped a five- 

gate and thinks himself in clover, never knows 
but the vext moment he will be rushed into a slough of 
despond where suakes congregate and dangers and diffi- 
culties abound. 

That it should be in the power of any man to bring 
forward a motion to try and rescind a former resolution 
which has been passed by Council, that a long time 
should be occupied and apparently wasted in the dis. 
cussion of that motion, that the ultimate result of the 
motion should ouly be regarded as an expression of 
opinion having no practical issue, seems tu be essentially 


typical of “ much ado about nothing,” or perhaps when 
we consider the subject under discussion by the Council 
we had better call it one of “ life’s little ironies.” 

1 certainly think Mr. Barrett voiced the opinion of the 
great majority of the profession when he said “ the pro- 
fession generally did not want the subject reopened,” and 
I was glad, sir, to see your editorial and meeting remarks 
when you say “this performance is becoming tiresome,” 
and humorously suggest “that the Council would have 
an opportunity of indulging in its favourite practice of 
contradicting at one meeting what it adop at a pre- 
vious one.”’ 

My object in writing this letter is to hambly appeal to 
Council to leave the veterinary student alone a bit, and 
to revise its own laws and bye-laws at the earliest possi- 
ble moment, and oh! let the revision be an intelligent one 
and so plain that even a way-faring man, though a fvol, 
may uot err therein, and the introduction of such motions 
as the one under notice become an impossibility. Such 
proceedings in my opinion tend to make the Council a 
bit of a laughing stock even to the veterinary student, 
who is so beneath the potent Council in intelligence that 
it must needs split hairs about his educational cer- 
tificate. 

If Council does this thing many more times a round 
robin will really have to be got up by the intelligent 
business-like men of the profession beseeching the dear 
boys, for the sake of the good old dignity of the profess- 
ion, not to make sillies of themselves any more.—Yours 


faithfully, 
Guiapstonge Mayatt, M.R.C.V.S. 


GRUNTING. 
SIR, 

In the interesting discussion on the above subject in 
your columns, there appears to have been omitted one or 
two points which perhaps may be worth clearing up. 

1. When a horse grunts when being threatened or 
struck with the whip or stick, is the noise made during 
inspiration or expiration? I would take it as a great 
favour if some of your correspondents (the more the 
better) would answer the query, for on it depends 4 
clear understanding of the character of the objectionable 
noise. 

2. The first question prompts me to ask: If an aged 
horse which has proved himself at racing or hunting to 
be particularly clear winded, grunts evidently from pain, 
as when landing over a feuce on a sure leg or tender foot, 
is the act of grunting on his part to be regarded as indi- 
cative of future infirmity of breathing ? 

3. Are grunters found among those breeds of horses 
which are practically free from roaring ; for instance, 
Arabs, Barbs, Persiaus, Egyptians, Indian countryb 
Burmaus, Deli (Snmatra) ponies, Manchurian a0 
Japanese ponies, and South African horses !—Your 


ovedieut servant, 
M.H. Hayes, F.R.C.V.S. 
Sandy Brow, Tarporley, Cheshire. 
February 3rd, 1896. 


—- 


—— 


Several interesting communications together with some 
late items for the advertisement columns are wav y 
held over till next week. 


Communications, Books, AND PaPERS RECEIVED 
Hayes, Messrs. J. Loughlin, F. Somers, E. R. Gi ; 
J. A. W. Dollar, W. Kirk, E. W. Hoare, J. A. Thompson, 
H. J. Dawes, G. Mayall. en 

Modern Polo, Report Lahore Vet. Coll. 1894-95, The 


dale Mercury, The Irish Times. 
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